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In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
“What do you want me to do for you?” It’s a stunning question, really. And
when Jesus asks it, you can be sure that the blind man was caught off guard.
“What do you want me to do for you?”
That kind of question is not the way the world works. Just two days ago, in
fact, we saw a new president take the oath of office. And, like all who have
gone before him, he gave a speech that was meant to set the stage for his
presidency. We’ll have to wait and see how history remembers that speech,
but there have certainly been famous inauguration addresses in the past, not least of which was JFK’s where he implored
the American people: “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”
The way of the world, you see, is the way of us doing something for someone else. But that, you see, is how Jesus is so
different, not only different from the world, but different from every other world religion. In every other religion in all the
world, man must do something for the god he worships. But in the Christian faith and, especially in Holy Orthodoxy, God
is always doing his best for us. And, not only is He doing His best for us, but He’s even willing to ask us what it is we’d
like from Him. “What do you want me to do for you?”
Just let that sink in for a moment. That God, Who set the world into motion; Who spoke everything that we know into
being; Who gave us life and, in a moment, can take our life away; that God…asks us what we’d like for Him to do.
And what that means, of course, is that we’d better be careful about what we ask for. But it also means that, given all the
troubles of this world; given all the fires – both literally and figuratively – that God is putting out; given all of it, we can’t
waste His time.
This blind man could have easily explained the whole story of his blindness and how he’s suffered terribly from birth and
how no one understands him, no one ‘gets’ him, no one cares about him—how he’s got no friends, no help, and no joy in
life. He could have said all of that. But this blind man realizes what we so often forget: that God’s mercy is not won with
long prayers or big words or detailed explanations. If that were the case, He would have told us to be like grown-ups. But,
instead, He tells us to be like little children.
Yes, what He wants most is for us to come to Him as a child comes to his or her own father – a father who’s got a lot going
on, but a father who always has time for his children. He wants us to come to Him with joy and peace of mind and, most
of all, with hope—with hope that He will listen. And with hope that, no matter what He gives, He gives for our good and
not for our ill.
It is as St. Bernard of Clairvaux once said: When you ask God for something in prayer, He will either give you what you
[want] or something better.
And that, I think, is important for all of us to remember these days; these days when, even though it has warmed a bit
outside, the daylight remains short. Some of us go to work in the dark and come home in the dark. Add to that the fact that
Pascha is earlier this year, and so the Great Fast is quickly approaching. Bundle all of that up, and it’s at this time of year
that it becomes somewhat harder to pray, not because we don’t want to, of course, but because the evil one is working
overtime. He is working overtime, trying to convince us that if our prayers aren’t long enough or fancy enough or eloquent
enough or painful enough, then they aren’t really good enough.
But you only need to remember this Gospel reading to know that this is hardly the case!
“What do you want me to do for you?” Go ahead and tell him. Be bold. Be honest. And trust, as St. Bernard said, that He
will either give you what you ask, like the blind man or, if it pleases Him, He will give you something better!
In the Name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

